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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

Sir—lI offer for insertion in your valuable Miscellany, the following extract 
from “ Letters addressed to Candidates for Holy Orders,” which form the first 
volume of the Theological works of the Rev. John Skinner, a Scotch Episcopal 
Clergyman, and the Grandfather of the present Bishop of Aberdeen. There is 
in these letters a great deal of origina! thought upon many points in theology ; 
but I wish particularly to call the attention of Hebrew Scholars to his remarks 
en the formation of the words Jehovah ; and Elohim the essential unity of the 
former aud the impossibility of connecting it with any possessive pronoun, as 
indicating relation with man; and the plurality of the other and its power of 
coalition with possessive pronouns, by which it appears to be not a name de- 
scriptive of Deity, but only an adjunct noun, expressing the relation which the 
Deity bears to his creatures. If it shall be deemed proper to insert this extract, 
in your next number, I shall proceed to offer another extract from the same 
writer, in which he maintains that the terms yw Adon, or ‘~~ Adonai, and 
mbx Elohah are applied restrictively to Christ.—If these positions can be just- 
ly maintained it is obvious that they will greatly strengthen the testimony to 
our Saviour’s Divinity from the Old Testament. I have not leisure myself to go 
into the examination which this subject demands, and I hope therefore that 
what I now offer will lead some of your correspondents who have leisure to 
undertake a labour, useful to themselves and peculiarly valuable to every Chris- 


tian. A CONSTANT READER. 


“ The earliest revelation of the Divine will and economy, which 
the Bible contains, presents us with two words, or names, strong- 
ly significant in themselves, and completely expressive of what I 
may, with no impropriety, call, both the intrinsic nature, and vol- 
untarily assumed relation of that great Almighty Being, in whom 
we believe, and upon whom we depend. These two emphatical 
words, in the primeval language of divine revelation, are “ =4=59” 


and “oom ” & Jenovan” and “Arem” [Elohim] ; the one, **Je- 
vah,” a word in the singular number, denoting the self-existence, or 
rather the self-essence of Deity: the other, ‘‘ dleim,” [Elobim] a 
word in the plural number, denoting the relation, in which he has 
been pleased to reveal bimself to man. 
In the Greek language, these two words ‘ Jehovah’ and ‘ Aleim,’ 
Sra are rendered by the terms‘ Xugios’ and ‘ Geog.’ In the 
atin language they are rendered by the terms ‘ Dominus’ and 
‘Devs;’ and in the English language, by the terms ‘Lorp’ and ‘Gop.’ 
I must however be permitted to say, that in all these languages, the 
terms substituted for the Hebrew original, do by no means express 
the sense of that original; and have therefore been, in a great 
measure, productive of all the confusion and inconsistency, se 
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| 42 On the formation of the words Jehovah and Elohim. [1825 


visible in the far greater part of those theological disquisitions, 
which exist at this day. 


" The word ‘Jenovan,’ for which, during so many ages, the Jews a 


i \ have shewn such a superstitious degree of reverence, that they : 
it will not even pronounce it, is acknowledged to be the proper name ay 
. of the “* Supreme Berne :” “Thou, whose name alone is Jenoyan,” a 
said the Psalmist, ‘art the most high over all the earth.”* In- 
deed it is a word which seems to have been designedly framed by 5 
the Most High himself, for that very purpose, and with a_restric- f 


, 
‘ 
| 
; tive view to himself alone. Thus, in its formation, and in the use. i 
: to which it is invariably applied, the word ‘ Jehovah’ possesses a } 
t number of singularities, which belong to no other word whatever 
in the Hebrew language. It neither forms, nor caa form a plural. 
It admits of no syntactic alliance with the pronouns possessive 
‘my,’ ‘thy,’ ‘our,’ ‘their,’ &c. It is never used in regimine, that 
is, governing the genitive case, as Jehovah of heaven, of earth, of 
Jacob, &c. In short, it is a word so peculiar in its formation, and 
so exclusive in its construction and application, that | have long 
thought that it should never have been translated; or, at least, 
that it never should have been translated by the Greek, Latin, and 
5 English terms above mentioned; all of which, in the sense which 
. | we are taught to ascribe to them, have no relation to the word 
itself, nor connection with what it confessedly implies. Certainly 
of the three, the Greek term ‘Kugcos’ approaches the nearest to 
the true sense of the original; being in all probability derived 
from the old verb ‘ zvgw’ signifying ‘ sum,’ ‘ existo,’ to be, to exist. 
This, Bishop Pearson has endeavoured to shew, in his admirable 
criticism on that part of the Apostles’ creed—* and in Jesus Christ, 
our Lord.”—Yet it is a question with him, whether later writers 
had that derived signification in their eye, when they used the 
:f term * xvgtoc.’ 
4 If however the word -‘ Jehovah’ required translation into the 
: Greek language, that language afforded a more unequivocal mode 
n of rendering it, which the Septuagint translators adopted, when 
they arrived at the remarkable injunction given unto Moses, And 
, God said, “* Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, * Zam’ 
hath sent me unto you.”t The words of the Septuagint are *‘O 
QN aneOradxe ue” completely agreeable to what our blessed Sa- 
viour declared respecting himself—* before Abraham was, ‘ EI’S2 
EIMI, I am.”t{ And no less agreeable to the language of his Evan- 
gelist St. John, when addressing the seven churches in Asia; 
‘‘ Grace be unto you and peace, *azo tov‘ O QN,’ from Him, which 





i oa ae 

3 is,” &c. 

i. It is so evident, therefore, as to be beyond the reach of controver- 
eT sy, that the true, and real, and radical import of the sacred name 
iL. Jenovan is ‘ being,’ ‘ existing ;? or, in scholastic style, ‘ The Being 

f i who is a seipso, self-existent’)—a term, of which we can form none 
: *Psal. Ixxxiit. 18. 1Exod. ui. 14. St. John viii. 58. 
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other but a negative conception; i. e. a conception which includes 
nothing, but which excludes all idea of dervved or communicated ex- 
istence; those artful quibbles of modern invention, which, while 
equally inconceivable with ‘ existence’ in the abstract, have led to 
most dangerous and most unscriptural consequences. 

The other word, ‘ Atem,’ [Elohim,] applied to Deity, in the 
original language of Scripture, is not like ‘JeHovan,’ but is of 
common construction, and of most extensive application. By all 
the rules of grammar, it is a word in the plural number, and in 
the active form. With respect to its derivation, some would have 
the word ‘ Aleim’ [Elohim] to be derived from a root, preserved, 
they say, in the Arabic tongue, ‘ 4laha,’ which, we are told, sig- 
nifies ‘to worship.? But finding the active sense of ‘worshipping’ 
to be incompatible with the ioflexible import of the other word 
‘ Jehovah,’ such etymologists are forced to wrest it into the passive 
participle ‘ adorandus,’ viz. ‘ the Being that ought to be worshipped.’ 
Still, however, the plural termination stands in opposition to their 
scheme of derivation ; and will continue to oppose it, in the eye 
of every impartial biblical scholar, notwithstanding all that has 
been, or can be said to the contrary. For to him it must be evi- 
dent, that, in the whole sacred vocabulary there is not a word to 
be found which more readily and naturally, and without the least 
display of grammatical skill, points out its own derivation, than 
this very word ‘ Aterm,’ [Elohim.] Thus, remove the plural ad- 


junct ‘ fs,’ and there remains the word ‘ —5x,—-Ale, [Alah] a 


word which frequently occurs in all its deflections, both of noun 
and verb. The context of the passages where it occurs, and the 
sense put upon it by the Hebrew lexicographers, denote its mean- 


. ing, as a verb, to be, ‘1 swear ;’? and as a noun, to be ‘ an oath’ at- 


tended by the invocation of ‘a curse.” Now these are meanings 


of the ‘=y5y¢’ singular, which, notwithstanding any apparent harsh- 
ness of sound, those who are willing te apprehend the Christian 
scheme, in its full extent, can find no difficulty in reconciling to that 
mysterious dispensation; but, on the contrary, will see it beau- 
tifully illustrating that merciful scheme as comprehended in, and 
delineated by, this gracious title * Aleim,’ [Elohim], in the radical 
latitude of its original construction. 

I shall not, at present, enter into an enlarged discussion of this 
important subject, which has already afforded matter of much 
learned controversy; particularly between the well known He- 
brew lexicographer, Mr. Julius Bate, who espoused the derivation 
of the word * Aleim’ [Elohim] from the Hebrew ‘ Ale,’ and Arch- 
deacon Sharp of Northumberland, who keenly maintained its de- 
rivation from the Arabic ‘ Alaha.’ In this etymological contest the 
reader is left to decide for himself, according as he enters into the 
different views of the two combatants; that is, whether he is de- 
sirous to prove, with Mr. Bate, the certainty of something thought 
to be uncertain; or wishes, with Dr. Sharp, to argue for an uncer- 
tainty, in a matter which every friend of true and undefiled reli- 
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44 On the formation of the words Jehovah and Elohim. [1825- 


gion} must, if actuated by consistency, be anxious to find certain. 
One thing, I should think, will be freely granted by the oriental 
scholar, and it is all which I shall at present solicit of him, viz. 
that the Hebrew term ‘ Atem’ [Elohim,] is not a name descriptive 
of Deity, but only an adjunct nonn, expressive of relation, both in- 
ternal and extrinsic, to which the plural number, being so uniform- 
ly attached, does reasonably indicate a plurality in Jehovah; while 
the demonstrably active formation of the term denotes action or 
agency of some sort or other, to be the property of this plurality. 

It has happened, and it may happen still, that a translation of 
the word ‘ Aleim,’ (Elohim, | into the English language, by the ep- 
ithets, ‘ swearers,’ * engagers by oath or curse, shall be disputed, al- 
though it be unquestionably conformable to the sense of the root 


é = 5y¢—Ale,’ and althoughit would express what I have called the 
internal or essential relation comprehended in the Hebrew original. 
But let it only be conceded, that the word ‘ Aleim,’ [Elohim,] by 
which Jehovah is designated, in the original scriptures of the Old 
‘Testament, is meant to express some ‘ relation,’ ‘action,’ or ‘ agen- 
cy,’ friendly and beneficial to man, and my present purpose will 
be served. For it follows, to the conviction of the meanest capa- 
city, that nothing of this sort, neither relation, nor action, nor 
agency, is included in the English term ‘ Gon,’ which we have sub- 
stituted for the Hebrew term ‘ Atem,’ [Elohim,] and to which we 
have very improperly and perversely affixed the idea of * Essence,’ 
which exclusively belongs tothe name ‘ Jenovan;’ while, on the 
other hand, we have rendered the name ‘ Jehovah,’ by the FEng- 
lish term ‘Lorn,’ which with us is a term of relation, conveying 
indeed an idea of superior dignity and authority; but infinitely 
short of what is conveyed by the peculiar and incommunicable 
import of the truly divine appellation * Jenovan.’ 

It is however this reversed use of the two original scriptural de- 
signations of Deity, Jehovah and Aleim, [Elehim,] which, running 
through all the modern languages of which I have any competent 
knowledge, has not failed to affect our conceptions of that great 
incomprehensible Being, to whom the sincere Christian is taught 
to look up for comfort and support, in every act of adoration and 
obedience. Whereas, this comfortable aspect would have been 
presented to our thoughts in a much more obvious and striking 
manner, if the significant distinction between the Hebrew words, 
‘ Jenovan,’ *Acem,’ [Elohim,] had been or could have been, re- 
tained in our language. Nay matters might still be a little reme- 
died, if this distinction could only be infused into our use, and ap- 
plication of our devotional terms ‘* Lory Gop,” which, I have rea- 
son to fear, are looked upon as wholly synonimous, and of the 
same import. 

It is indeed by a promiscuous use and acceptation of these 
terms, to which tl e defective nature of the English language does, 
in some respect, subject us, that we lose so much, if not all the 
energy of precept, and influence of motive, which characterized 
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the faith and practice of the old believers, and which they evi- 
dently beheld and recognized in the appellations, which they were 
accustomed to bestow on the great and gracious object of their 
worship. Thus, for instance, in the Mosaic precept,* which our 
Saviour has sanctioned with the title of the ‘first and great command- 


ment,’ “Thou shalt love—39— 5x saps, Jehovah Aleika [Elohei: 
ka]—the Lorp thy Gop,’ it would immediately occur to the then 
faithful, from the distinctive qualities of this twofold name, what 
‘reason or motive they had for loving Jehovah, this supreme Being— 
not because of his Essence, or infinite perfections, which were the 
same to all nations, and above human contemplation ; but because 
he was “ Aleim,” [Elohim,] to his own peculiar people, because 
he possessed some quality which applied immediately to them, 
some relation which, of whatever character, or of whatever ex- 
tent, called for, and could not fail to excite, their love. Thus 
again, in the rapturous exclamation of the Psalmist—*I trusted 
in thee, Jehovah, | said thou art my Aleia,”’t [Elohim,] and in 
that other passage of the same author, still more extensive— 
** Blessed are the people whose Aleim [Elohim] is Jehovah,” or 
“ who have Jehovah for their Aleim,”t [ Elohim, | it is visible that 
the whole emphasis of the Psalmist’s language rests on the relative 
sense of the appellation ‘ Jleim,’ [Elohim,] and excites in the 
mind a conception of somewhat or other ; some peculiarity, which 
however is not only obscured, but lost sight of altogether in the 
English version—“ Blessed are the people whose God is Jehovah,” 
or “*whohave Jehovah for their God.” But the matter is so plain, 
as to require no further proof; in which case, it is left to the med- 
itation of the biblical student; and I shall merely recommend to 
him this original and important distinction between the terms ‘Aleim’ 
| Elohim] and ‘ Jehovah,’ as an useful key for opening up the partic- 
ular import, and illustrating the meaning of many passages in the 
Old Testament, where these words ‘Jehovah Aleim,’ [Elohim] 
‘Lorp Gop,’ occur. For without such a key, they may be found 
in apposition with each other, or in juxtaposition to each other, 
and yet be carelessly slurred over, as mere words of course, or, at 
the utmost, be regarded as a flourish of Eastern tautology ; in- 
stances of which are so numerous, that I need not detain the read- 
er with pointing them out. 

Nor is this all; for, I am firmly persuaded, that the distinction, 
for which | am now contending, would be of the greatest use in 
overcoming, if not in preventing the hurtful effects of those intri- 
cate subtleties, and metaphysical wrangling, which have so long 
involved the fundamental doctrine of Christianity—a Trinity In 
Unity ; and which by being so much indulged in, have perplexed 
the sound and orthodox Christian beyond what can well be ima- 
gined. 

Having expressed my firm persuasion, that the original and im- 


‘Deut. vi. = tPsalm xxxi. 14. tPs. cxliv. 16. 
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portant distinction between the terms ‘Aleim’ [Elohim] and + Je- 
hovah,’ would be of great use in preventing the effects of much 
perplexing subtlety of expression, and metaphysical wrangling, 
which have taken place on the subject before us; it is proper 
that I should proceed to adduce something, beyond a mere specu- 
lative opinion, on this head. I shall therefore select, as the da- 
tum on which my opinion is founded, the following matter from 
the writings of the much applauded Dr. Samuel Clarke. This 
author tells us, that “the word ‘God,’ in scripture, is never in- 
tended to express philosophically his abstract metaphysical at- 
tributes, but to raise, in us, a notion of his attributes relative to 
us, his supreme dominion, authority, power, justice, goodness,”* 
&c. And again, he says, ‘* The word, ‘ 6s0s—God,’ has, in Scrip- 
ture, and in all books of morality, and religion, a relative signifi- 
cation, and not, as in metaphysical books, an absolute one: as is 
evident from the relative terms, which, in moral writings, may be 
joined with it, as we say, ‘My God,’ &c. But metaphysically we 
cannot say, ‘ My infinite substance.”’} &c. 

Had this acute sophist known, (as I have no certainty whether 
he did know or not,) or,if he had known, had he attended (as I am 
certain he has not attended) to the obvious meaning of the He- 
brew titles ‘ Atem’ [Elohim] and ‘Jenovan,’ there had been both 
sense and truth in what these quotations from his works contain. 
But, upon the plan which he has assumed, there is neither sense, 
nor truth,inthem. Constituting, however, as they do, the ground- 
work of all Dr. Clarke’s theological sophistry, we are furnished, 
by their means, with a powerful argument for the distinction, 
which ought to exist, and which ought to have, at all times, exis- 
ed, between the original designations of Deity. Instead of mark- 
ing this distinction, Dr. Clarke has confounded them together ; 
and substituted in their room, the unmeaning word ‘God;’ and 
thereby, contrary to every rule of sound logic, has obscured the 


conceptions, which revelation would otherwise have furnished, of 


the Supreme Being.” 


ON CONFORMITY TO THE CHURCH. 


‘Tue conclusion of two discourses preached some years ago, by a clergyman, 
who had been settled in a Congregational parish, but who had conformed 
to the Episcopal Church, giving the reasons of his conformity. 


I sHatt conclude this subject with some remarks of a practical 


nature ; they will be confined principally to two topics; those of 


Orders and of Schism. 
As to Orders nothing is more conformable to the reason of man- 
kind, than that a body of men should be set apart from the com- 


*See “ Scrip. Doctrine,” p. 296. iSee Reply to Bishop Gastrel, p 284 
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mon pursuits of life, and devoted to the work of administering in 
religious functions, and, of instructing in piety and morals. In 
every religion, false as well as true, such an order of men have 
been separated from the mass of the people, for the purpose of 
offering their devotion to God, and of explaining to them the 
mysteries of religion. 

Under the Mosaic institution, confessedly of divine origin, pre- 
cise rules were given for setting apart the Levitical priest to his 
holy office, and none, but such as were in this solemn and formal 
manner separated to their function, were permitted to administer 
in the offices of religion, but were prohibited on pain of the most 
awful penalty. 

In the course of this discussion, you have seen with what care 
the orderly introduction of pastors and teachers into his Church, 
was provided for by our blessed Lord, in the early establishment 
and regulation of it. We have seen too, the scrupulous care with 
which the Apostles regulated the Christian ministry, wherever 
they planted our holy faith. Accordingly, in our Church, an 
order of ministers, in conformity to the apostolic establishment, 
has been continued from their time to the present. 

A deviation from this order is not only contrary to scripture, 
and to the nature and design of the Christian ministry, but endan- 
gers the purity and the very foundation of our faith. The design 
of the Christian ministry was the continuance of the ordinances 
of the Gospel, and the due administration of the holy sacraments ; 
to perpetuate and diffuse religious knowledge; to explain and 
teach, not only the doctrines of revealed, but of natural religion; 
to explain the scriptures; to describe the attributes of the Di- 
vine nature; to teach a theology, free from bigotry on the one 
hand, and from enthusiasm on the other; to lay open the radical 
corruptions of the fallen nature of man, and to lead him to that 
only source of hope and dependance, the gospel presents to him; 
to teach and enforce that truly excellent and grand system of 
ethics, or moral truth, our religion contains, as well as to urge 
the duties nature teaches us ; to defend the Christian faith against 
the artifices of the sophist, and the assaults of the open blasphem- 
er; to divest it of the corruptions its votaries may bring upon it 
through a false devotedness ; in fine, to instruct the ignorant, to 
strengthen the weak, to proclaim the consolations of religion to 
those enduring the distresses of life; to reclaim the vicious, to 
restore the wandering, to strengthen and confirm the wavering, 
and to settle and regulate the order and discipline of the Church, 
Taking these things into consideration, are we to think the office of 
a minister of Christ is to be assumed by any man at his own pleas- 
ure, or in any manner contrary to that order established in the 
Church, by Christ and his Apostles? ‘ No man,” saith an in- 
spired Apostle, “* taketh this honor unto himself, but he that is 
called of God as was Aaron.” Shall the boastful zealot, there- 
fore, without any qualification but his own conceit, trample on 
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all the forms of the Church, and at his will set himself up as its 
teacher and guide ? We have indeed seen men, who, elated with 
spiritual pride, have obtruded themselves on the Church of 
Christ, and setting at defiance. all its usages, laboring with a zeal 
that would honor a good cause, to set up regulations of their own, 
for the miserable task of becoming leaders of sects. Or, on the 
other hand, shall the mere philosophic Christian, in his cold 
theories, which sap the very vitals of Christianity, call the di- 
vinely constituted ministry an invention of man ? 

The business of sect-making and creed-making, which have 
prevailed so much in our time and country, has bad this among 
many other evil tendencies, io degrade the Christian minisiry, 
and thus, co-operating with the views of the infidel, to work the 
decline of religion itself. Men will not long respect religion 
when they come to despise its ministers, and its prosperity may 
generally be measured by the respectability of the ministry. 

This brings me to speak of schism. The day has gone by 
when schism was considered a sin; when a separation from the 
true Church was considered to put the everlasting peace of the 
soul at hazard. Every one may now fashion his Church and 
creed according to his own fancy; and if he should choose to 
have no Church and no creed, he may do it without molestation, 
provided, he can so manage with his conscience, as to banish all 
fear of accountability to God. It was long ago seen that the 
Independent Congregational notions, would have a tendency in 
proportion to their prevalence, to disorganize the Church. For 
the same right that the individual congregation has to separate 
itself from the Catholic and apostolic Church, every individual 
member of that congregation has to separate from its commun- 
ion, which severs every religious and social tie, and leaves the 
Church without any bond of union, and every individual to bal- 
ance his own fancy. 

The fact is, an unrestrained freedom of discussion and of ac- 
tion in religion, carried out into all its consequences, is one ex- 
treme, of which the total prohibition of private investigation 
and individual freedom, is the other. A medium would be de- 
sirable, in which the individual, after he had exercised to the 
full, the right of private judgment, and had satisfied his reason 
and conscience, would consider, that as religion is a social, as 
well as an individual concern, he owes some sacrifice of private 
opinion to the good of the religious community to which he may 
belong. The enjoyment of his individual freedom of investiga- 
tion, and thinking can do no harm, unless it is indulged in such a 
way, as at this period it too frequently is, that it will disturb the 
peace and order of the Church. There is nothing, perhaps, on 
which men can be brought to think perfectly alike, and, of course, 
without some surrender of private prejudices, without some ac- 
commodation of their individual belief, to the belief of those 
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around them, or to tke general belief of the whole community. 
no such thing, as society, could subsist. 

The observation is continually repeated, that no man, or body 
of men, have a right to counteract us in our religious opinions. 
This, to an extent, is certainly true; if it should be allowed, at 
the same time, it is thus conceded, that our consciences cannot 
come under the jurisdiction of any human tribunal, that our 
minds should be under the dominion of truth and pious princi- 
ple, and whatever these dictate, we should be ready to do, not 
only in relation to our individual duty, but in relation to the duty 
we owe society. While, therefore, we are so careful to remem- 
ber our individual rights of conscience, and that men have no 
right to judge us as to our faith, we should not forget that God 
will surely judge us in this respect; that our opinions will under- 
go a thorough scrutiny before his impartial tribunal, and that we 
shall be there judged according to the rules he has here given 
us for our guide in religion. 

There is therefore more danger than we are apt to think in 
leaving the true Church of God, its ministry and sacraments, on 
whatever pretence, for any new and extraordinary way of our 
own or of others. Our greatest, if not our only safety, will be in 
preserving the unity of the faith “ that we henceforth be no more 
children tossed to and fro, and carried about with ev ery wind of 
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby 
they lie in wait to deceive; but, that speaking the truth in love, 
we may grow up in him in all things, which is the head, even 
Christ; from whom the whole body fitly joined together, and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of every part, making increase 
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.” 


(From the Gospel Messenger.) 
FAMILY WORSHIP—EVENING PRAYER. 


Ir was the mansion of Mr. ******, at which I arrived about 9 
o’clock, on the night of the 23d of November. I reserve for an- 
other occasion, some remarks on the truly Christian hospitality 
which distinguished this gentleman, and | may say, every mem- 
ber of his household. 

The scene to which I would now introduce my readers, which 
is still fresh in my memory, though a dozen years have elapsed. 
is the last scene of the evening in which this interesting family 
were mutually concerned. We had been gathered around the 
hearth, after leaving the supper table, about five minutes, when 
the servant modestly approaching, placed near to me a little 
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stand with two octavos, of uniform size, though of unequal thick- 
ness. Not understanding this movement, | withdrew my chair 
ind immediately noticed in the children a look of surprise, which 
| afterwards understood as expressing the sentiment: Does he 
retire from the Bible? Mr. walked across the room as it 
he did not notice the occurrence, and evidently to divert atten- 
lion; and soon after addressed me: My servant knows that a 
minister always leads our devotions when he can be had. Will 
you oblige us? I was so disconcerted by this mistake that I] was 
silent, and when just ready to correct it, the second daughter, an 
interesting girl of ten years of age, said: You recollect, papa, i 
our scripture lesson yesterday, you told us that the ministers ne 
the people had each their part; and that the ministers were ap- 
pointed by God to take the lead in prayer, and to expound the 
word of God, both by preaching and catechising. Yes, my dear; 
1 was then speaking of the distinction established by heaven, be- 
tween the clergy and the laity, which is too little attended to 
But you know, that | am the chaplain of our family, and that un- 
tess a minister be present, 1 pray with you, and read to you a 
portion of the holy volume, sometimes, in my poor way, explain- 
ing and enforcing the truth. Yes, papa; but it was only last 
night you reminded us that the Rev. Mr. ——— explained 
that chapter in Timothy which you read on Saturday differently 
from you, and that we must remember, that he had not only more 
tearning, but that he had authority from God, and that we must 
attach more weight to his religious opinions than to those of a 
private Christian. Iam glad to find your memory, my child, 
accurate, and still more, that you are so attentive to the most im- 
portant branch of your education. 

I now spoke: I am not a minister my dear sir, but, as a private 
Christian, welcome this opportunity of social devotion. I have a 
high relish for this kind of prayer meetings. Alas! that they ex- 
ist in so few families; but I never heard a Christian, whatever 
might be his practice, who objected to them; who conceived that 
any harm could possibly come from such a source. 

Mr. ———— approached the stand, held the larger book with a 
firm grasp, and looking up to heaven, the family all stood up, and 
he repeated with a tone which expressed that the Bible was close 
to his heart, that beautiful collect, ** Blessed Lord, who hast caus- 
ed all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning; grant tuat 
we may in such wise hear them, &c.”’* 

After a short pause, te allow time for sitting, he read the sec- 
ond lesson for the evening of the day. He made no comments. 
The text was so simple that none were necessary. But his man- 
ner proved that he felt the power of the divine word, and an in- 
voluntary glance at his sons, and then at his servants, according 
as they are severally addressed in the 2d chapter of ‘Titus, en- 


* Collect for the segond Sunday in Advent 
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kindled their attention, and seemed to bring the truth home to 
their affections. I was reminded of that far more interesting 
scene, when the Saviour read the prediction from Isaiah relative 
to his mission,*—when the eyes of the whole assembly were fas- 
tened upon him; and he thought it was unnecessary to preach— 
that the simple word uttered in his expressive way would produce 
the utmost impression. 

And here I would take occasion to remark, that in the Passion 
week, when those scriptures which treat of the sufferings of the 
Saviour are read in our Churches, the effect on the hearers, often 
surpasses that of the most eloquent preacher. And while this 
proves, that the pathos of scripture is unrivalled, it proves that 
irue eloquence does not need the aid of gesture, and that he who 
enters into the spirit of the sacred writings, and reads them in a 
proper manner, with understanding and feeling, may be eminent- 
ly useful, and, indeed, in his humble way, effect those great pur- 
poses, which have been supposed to be attainable only by the 
finished orator. 

But to return. Whether my friend, for such I may now call 
him, had the knowledge, the reasoning power, and the imagina- 
tion of a great preacher, | know not. His voice was in no res- 
pect remarkable. But he had a large portion of Christian sensi- 
bility. This was the charm of his reading. On the same sub- 
jects, no one, not inspired, could have written as well as ‘litus. 
And our reader gave his lessons their full effect He closed the 
book. The exhortation ‘Let us pray,” brought the whole cir- 
cle on their knees. It was indeed an united offering to our Fa- 
ther and Redeemer. The Lord’s prayer was repeated by young 
and old, bond and free, after the old gentleman. And the 
‘* Amen,” distinctly pronounced, seemed to be understood by ev- 
ery one, and all uttered it. It was more than a hearty assent. 
[t seemed a reply to the good feeling of the master and parent, 
as if, Thou hast prayed for us, and most fervently do we pray for 
thee. A blind man might have detected the character of this 
group, from the variety of voices in the response. There was 
the lisping accent of the child, the soft voice of the female, and 
the unpolished pronunciation of the servile class. At the end of 
the confession, which is a part of the second prayer, I noticed 
that Mr. ———— paused. It was impossible to misunderstand the 
reason. ‘The remembrance of my sins rushed on me, though | 
had not before noticed that the Church, in a rubric, or note, di- 
rects this expressive pause, “ that every one may secretly confess 
the sins and failings of that day.” I afterwards asked the young- 


* Luke iv. 17, 20. 

t Our correspondent has here fallen into an errour. In the verses immediate. 
ly following those which he has quoted, we find it said, “and he began to say 
unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. And all bare him 
witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of his 
mouth.”’——- Editors. 










































Tah a OTC WR 





Re eer ees 


~. —a 


= ik pee S 


Se ee 


we oe 


SO Be HS ho eo ORT AY 


Yo 7 . e Fe } . = . : or 
52 Family Worship—Evening Prayer. [1825 


est child, only 7 years old, why his father stopped, and he in- 
stantly replied, that we might think of and be sorry for, our man- 
ifold transgressions. What, said I, have you, my sweet little boy, 
committed many sins already? Ah! he replied, too many ; many 
every day; some bad thought; some wrong word, or deed, al- 
most every hour. ‘Thus carefully has my friend marked the di- 
rections of the Church, and thus successfully has he brought up 
his children “tin the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 

I was the first who rose from my knees, and felt reproved for 
my precipitation, by noticing that every one continued, for at 
least two minutes, in their devout posture. ‘This gave me an op- 
agen! of witnessing the profound devotion w hich still lingered 

1 the hall, which was marked by every attitude, and moreover, 
of noticing some other interesting particulars. 

There was a very low w hisper, which showed that the smallest 
of the party was employed in private devotion. The clasped 
hand of each one. ‘The uplifted eyes of some. The face cover- 
ed by the hands of others. The posture bent in some instances, 
almost to prostration, as indicating a deeper humility, showed that 
various emotions pervaded thig assembly. But it was evident, 


that all were engaged. There was not the least symptom ot 


listlessness. All were devout, or else the demeanour (which'with 
much more difficulty deceives than the tongue) must have been 
pr ractised in deception. 
gut their situation respectively, could not have escaped any 
observer. The father and mother knelt side by side. The two 
eldest sons; the two next, who were daughters; and the remain- 
ing two boys, rested upon three benches in different parts of the 
room. It was impossible to misunderstand this arrangement. It 
was not prescribed, neither was it accidental. The two whose 
ages were nearly the same, were, of course, most constantly to- 
gether. They also went to the same school. Their employ- 
ments, their amusements, their tastes, were most assimilated, 
Each loved all his brothers and sisters, but there was a prefer- 
ence almost unconsciously existing, but very naturally created, 
for that one whose age was nearest his own, and with whom he 
unavoidably was most uninterruptedly in company. It was this 
kind of preference which drew them, as 1 have mentioned, two 
and two, to contact in prayer, And was it not significant? Unit- 
ed most closely in love, most constantly in their avocations, was 
it not natural, that they especially should be together in prayer ; 
thanking their common Father for their mutual affection, the 
source of such pure happiness, and asking of his bounty, a bless- 
ing on their common occupations? W ould not this recollection 
bind these brothers, and these sisters, most firmly to each other? 
The two who had played, studied, and prayed together, would, 
through life, cling to each other’s society. And, as their union 
had been cemented by prayer, may we not hope, th: it it will out- 
live the present scene ; that they will be together, forever with 
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the Lord. In large families, this peculiar intimacy between those 
nearest of age often exists. ‘They seem to go forth as the Apos- 
tles did into the world, by “two and two,” But I have never 
noticed the operation of this close intimacy on a religious mind, 
until the present instance ; and I need not add, that it was inex- 
pressibly affecting. It seemed to say; We whe are together so 
much, of course come together before the throne of grace. We 
walk to the house of God in company. United in life, we trust 
that in death we shall not be divided; but that our immortal 
spirits will maintain their communion, when time shall be no 
more. 

At the lower end of the great hall, near to the door, but not 
without it, for the door was shut, as if to remind all present to 
keep silence before the Lord, the servants were gathered Not 
one, as | afterwards learned, was absent. Both the domestick ser- 
vants, and the labourers on the plantation, were required to par- 
take of this privilege. It is true, the whole number did not ex- 
ceed thirty, but had they been twice as many, this ample hall 
could have accommodated them; and if not, my friend would 
have added to it, rather than any one should be shut out from a 
duty so pleasant, so essential to their welfare, and that of their 
owners. Who that witnessed this scene, could have doubted its 
efficacy to produce contentment, subordination, and gratitude to 
their master, according to that apostolick direction, “They that 
have believing masters, Jet them rather do them service, because 
they are faithful and beloved partakers of the benefit :” And, fin- 
ally, conformity to that gospel w hich, intended for all, is adapted 
to promote at once the happiness of the individual, and his use- 
fulness in society; to restrain the evil and to plant good, and 
nothing but good, in his heart. ‘“* The grace of God which bring- 
eth salvation hath appeared unto all men, teaching us that deny- 
ing all ungodliness and worldly Just, we should live soberly, right- 
eously and godly in this present world.” 

The religious service concluded with the singing of the three 
last verses of the 4th Psalm, and though it is quite fashionable 
now to find fault with Tate and Brady, I question whether any 
more appropriate could have been obtained elsewhere. With 
one heart, and one voice, was this exercise performed. ‘The tune 
was simple, so that all could use it, and the sense was evidently 
embraced by the youngest and the most illiterate. After the 
Gloria Patri, the servants returned one by one, according to his 
position near the door, with a sobriety of manner that could not be 
misunderstood. The children bid their parents good night, suc- 
cessively saluting them. 

After such a scene, I need not add my slumbers were refresh- 
ing indeed, though it was sometime before the excitement I had 
experienced, would permit me to sink into repose. 

Happy family !-Death must one day or other invade thy peace; 
but his triumph will be short. 
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Beyond the grave, “‘ there remaineth a rest for the people of 
God.” The God and Saviour whom you have served on earth, 
will welcome you into the heavens, and there you shall be gath- 
ered together; no more to be separated from each other, and 
ever to hold communion with the Supreme, whom you love with 
all the heart, and soul, and strength. ONE 





(From the Religious Instructor.) 


ESSAYS ON THE LITURGY. 
On the exhortation to the General Confession. 


Wuen Moses turned aside to see the miracle of the burning 
bush, God called to him out of the midst of the fire, and said, 
* Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground.”” ‘This command included more than an 
external homage ; it was meant to represent the abasement of 
spirit, with which a sinful and polluted creature should enter into 
ihe presence of the Lord of Hosts. In such a spirit did the fram- 
ers of the Liturgy think fit that the worshippers of the Church 
of England should draw near the Majesty of heaven. Hence 
they introduced the daily form of publick prayer by the passages 
of scripture, which have been already considered, and by an ex- 
hortation to the general confession of sin, with which every ad- 
dress to (God ought to be connected. « As those fowls,” says 
an admirable writer on the Liturgy, ‘“* whose wings are not pro- 
portionable to their bodies, do usually run some paces before they 
can rise from the earth to begin their flight; so the Church di- 
recteth us first to prepare our hearts, before we begin to pray.” 

The duty of confessing our sins, to which we are exhorted, is 
not enjoined by the authority of men, but of God himself. It 
would be unnecessary to go further in proof of this assertion, 
than to the introductory sentences; so many of which either 
breathe the language of that godly sorrow, which worketh re- 
pentance unto salvation, not to be repented of, or else recom- 
mend the duty of humbling ourselves as contrite sinners before 
Almighty God. If more confirmation were necessary, we might 
“Pt to almost every part of the Bible ; among the rest to Isaiah 

18,55; vii. 8; Prov. xxviii. 13. If we presume to approach 
God without humility and penitence, we oblige him, as it were, 
to offer, not the infinite riches of his free mercy in Jesus Christ, 
but, to try us by that righteous law, against which we have so 
greatly offended, and which will surely be the ‘ Savour of death 
unto death” to us all. Let any one consider the exceeding sin- 
fulness of sin, as a state of shame, of danger, and of death, and 
then judge whether it demand not such compassion as may, 
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through the intermission of his Son, ar beaer the compassion of 
God, and obtain his pardon ? 

Our sins are to be confessed in all their number, ‘as manifold 
sins and wickedness.”” They are more in number than the hairs 
of our head: but though we may, and must have forgotten them, 
they are all known to ‘him who searcheth the heart, and to whom 
we should pray. ** Search me, O God, and prove my heart ; prove 
me, and examine my thoughts,” “¢ Who can tell how oft he of- 
fendeth! O, cleanse thou me from such faults.” 

Our sins are also to be confessed in all their maligni/y. ‘ We 
should not dissemble nor cloak them.” We are, alas, all too 
prone to dissemble with God, and find excuses for our sins. Thus 
did Adam, * The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she 
gave me of the tree, and I did eat.” Thus did Saul dissemble 
before Samuel, *“ Blessed be thou of the Lord; I have perform- 
ed the commandment of the Lord.” Thus did Gehazi endea- 
vour to conceal his lie from Elijah. ‘Thus did Acham strive to 
hide the wedge of gold and the Babylonish garment; and thus 
did Annanias lie to the Holy Ghost about the price of the 
land. Be it then our care to cry, each with the Psalmist, “I 
will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” that we may add, 
“ Thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin.” 

Our sins must also be acknowledged “ with an humble, lowly, 
penitent, and obedient heart,” and surely, if we consider the 
power, the holiness, the justice, the faithfulness, and the very 
mercy of him whom we have offended, and how fearful a thing it 
is to fall into the hands of the living God, we shall come with 
deep contrition, and unfeigned purposes of amendment of life. 
All other approach would be mere mockery, and bring down a 
curse upon us instead of a blessing ; and make our prayer to be 
turned into sin. 

“ We ought, indeed, at all times humbly to acknowledge our 
sins before God ;” to be frequent and fervent in confession? A 
real penitent will always feel his need of mercy; and no language 
will be more familiar with his lips, than that of the publican, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner.”” ‘There are, however, sea- 
sons when the duty of humiliation, and the acknowledgment of 
iniquity is more especially demanded: * yet ought we most chief- 
ly so to do, when we assemble and meet together.” We attend 
the house of God with four different purposes, to each of which 
confession is necessarily united, if it be a service acceptable to 
God. 

1. ** We meet together to render thanks for the great benefits 
which we have received at his hands.” We are indebted to him 
for the blessings of providence and grace, for the body and the 
soul, for earth and heaven. He pardons vur sins, forbears his 
wrath, sanctifies us to himself, and crowneth us with loving kind- 
ness and tender mercies. Now it is quite impossible that we 
should thank him as we ought for such distinctions and such com- 
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passion, unless we at the same time acknowledge that our many 
offences against his law and his love have made us less than the 
least of all his mercies. ‘That soul which feels the burden of its 
sin to be grievous, can alone rightly celebrate the praise of him 
= boaght its redemption with his blood. 

2. « We meet together to set forth God's most worthy praise.” 
That praise should indeed be of him in the great congregation. 
sut it is impossible that we should truly magnify his name and his 
mercy without the grace of true repentance. An impenitent sin- 
ner cannot possibly command that power which he dreads not ; 
that holiness which he admires not; that love which he wishes 
not. Humility and contrition are the soul of praise, and the more 
lowly and self-condemned the heart, the more fervently will the 
offering of thanksgiving ascend to God. 

3. We meet in publick worship “to hear God’s holy word.” 
That word declares, ** O wicked man, thou shalt surely die.” It 
cries, ** come unto me all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest.’ Now, as they who are whole need nota 
physician, but they that are sick, we cannot know the value of 
the Bible, in the terror of its threats, nor the call of its love, une 
less we feel the danger and condemnation of our state as trans- 
gressors before God. No part of scripture can profit the care- 
less sinner. He values not its promises; he despises its reproofs ; 
he sees no beauty in Jesus Christ why he should desire him, and 
thus the gracious offerings of redeeming love are foolishness unto 
him, nay, the * savour of death unto death” to his soul. 

We meet together “ to ask those things which are requisite 
and necessary, as well for the body as the soul,” and if we hope 
to receive them, each must learn to say with the repentant 
prodigal, ** Father, I have sinned against heaven and before thee, 
and am no more worthy to be called thy son.” Our spirit, when 
we seek for mercies, should be attuned to the lowly frame of the 
Syrophenician of old, “It is not meet,” said Christ, “ to take the 
children’s bread and cast it to the dogs. ‘Truth Lord,” said the 
supplicant, ‘‘ yet the dogs eat of the crumbs that fall from their 
master’s table.” 

Such are, in a very few words, the reasons given by our ex- 
hortation for the confession of sins; and surely it is not without 
good cause that the minister of religion adds, “ I pray and be- 
seech you, as many as are here present, to accompany me with 
a pure heart and humble voice unto the throne of the heavenly 


grace ;” and thus to repeat after him the confession of iniquity 


which follows: for with such dispositions only can we each hope 
acceptably to offer the petition of holy David, “« Let the words of 
my mouth, and the meditations of my heart be acceptable in thy 
sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.” 
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Explanation of the Collects, with Practical Addresses for Children. 
No. Il. 
(FROM THE RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR.) 
COLLECT FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT. 
Composed A. D. 1549. 


Biessep Lord, who hast caused all Holy Scriptures to be writ- 
ten for our learning, grant thet we may in such wise hear them, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and 
cominnt of tan holy word, we may embrace, and ever hold fast, 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou hast given us in 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. men. 

What do vou desire trom God in this Collect ? 

His grace to enabie us to hear and read the Scriptures pro- 
fitably. , 

Why do you address him by the title of Lord? 

Recause he is the Almighty Governor of heaven and earth. 

Thine, O Lord, is ‘he greatness, and the glory, and the victory, 
und the Majesty ; for all in heaven and earth is thine. 1 Chron. 
xxix. 11: Psalm ciii. 19; Matt. vi. 13. 

Why do you call him blessed? 

Because he is infinitely blessed or happy in himself, and is the 
cause of present and eternal happiness to all who love him. 

Who is the blessed and only potentate. 1 Tim. vi. 15; Rev. viii 
12. 
What do you mean by the Hoty Scrirrures? 

The Old and New Testament. generally called the Bible. 
Who hath caused the Holy Scriptures to be written ? 

God himself. 

Why do we call the Scriptures Hoty ? 

To distinguish them from all other writings, as being the word 
of God. 

What was the purpose of God in causing the Holy Scriptures 
to be written? 

Our instruction. 

All Scripture is given by insyiration of God ; and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness. 
2 Tim. iii. 16. 

What do you mean by the words “tn such wise ?”” 

With such humble, holy, teachable dispositions, as may make 
the Scriptures effectual to our salvation. 

In what manner do you pray to hear the Scriptures ? 

Not only with the outward hearing, but that we may attend to 
them with all our hearts and souls. He that hath ears to hear lei 
him hear. Matt. xi. 15; Rom. ix. 14; Rev. ii. 7. 
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Can we then hear the Scriptures read, without understanding 
them in a spiritual and saving sense ? 

Certainly. Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand. 
Matt. xii. 14, 19. 

In what manner must you read the Bible ? 

Frequently, diligently, devoutly, humbly, and with prayer. 

Search the Scriptures ; for in them ys think ye have eternal life, 
and they are they which testify of me. John v. 39; Acts xvii. 11, 
12; 2 Tim. iii. 15. 

In what manner must you mark the Holy Scriptures ? 

With that respect and reverence which is due to a message 
from the God of heaven. When ye received the word of God which 
ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in 
truth the word of God, 1 Thess. ii. 13. 

In what manner must you learn the Holy Scriptures. 

Not merely so as‘to remember them, but to understand their 
meaning ; and to be made wise by them unto salvation. 

These things which I command thee this day, shall be in thine 
heart. Deut. vi. 6. 

What do you mean by digesting the Holy Scriptures? 

That as food is made to nourish the body, by digestion, so the 
word of God may humble, comfort, and sanctify our souls. 

Why do you ask these blessings from God ? 

Because we cannot read the Bible profitably without his help 
and grace. 

The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness unto him; neither can he know them, because 
they are spiritually discerned. 2 Cor. ii. 14; Luke xxiv. 45; Acts 
xvi. 14. 

For what end do you thus pray to God that you may hear, 
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Holy Scriptures ? 

That through patience and comfort of his holy word, we may 
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life. 

What is the hope of everlasting life ? 

The assurance of eternal happiness in heaven, which God hath 
given in the Bible to his holy and faithful servants. 

In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, hath promised. 
Titus i. 2; Matt. xxv. 26; Rom. ii. 7. 

Why is it called blessed ? 

Because it is the greatest happiness which a Christian can en- 
joy upon earth. 

What do you mean by embracing this blessed hope ? 

Receiving the promise of God by faith. Being fully persuaded 
that what he had promised he was able also to perform. Rom. iv. 21; 
Heb. vi. 19; John vi. 68; Phillip. iii. 13, 14. 

What do you mean by holding fast this blessed hope ? 

Persevering in faith and holiness to the end of life. He that 
endureth to the end shall be saved. Matt. x. 22; Luke ix. 62: 


Rom. ii. 7; Rev. iii. 21. 




















EE aa rea 





4, 
a 
Ah 
be 
a 
Ca 

ig 


alt’ Seal 
ie theme 6 































1825.] Explanation of the Collects. 59 





By what means do we embrace and hold fast this blessed 
hope ? 

By patience and comfort of God’s holy Word. Whatsoever 
things were written aforetime, were written for our learning ; that 
we, through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might have hope. 
Rom. xv. 4. 

In what manner is patience thus produced ? 

By the Spirit of God blessing his word, and enabling us to en- 
dure trial, in the sure and certain hope of everlasting life. The 
Lord direct your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient 
waiting for Christ. 2 Thess. iii. 5; Heb. x. 36; Heb. xii. 1. 

In what manner is comfort thus produced ? 

By the testimony of the Bible to the atonement of Christ, to 
the virtue of his intercession, to the promises of his grace, and to 
the assurances of his glory. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ; 
that ye may abound in hope through the power of the Holy Ghost. 
Rom. 15. 13; 2 Thess. ii. 16, 17. 

Through whom is everlasting life promised and bestowed? 

Through Jesus Christ. The gift of God is eternal life through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Rom. vi. 23. 

What do you especially learn from this Collect ? 

The necessity of reading and hearing the Scriptures, with 
earnest prayer to God that his grace may bless them to our 
souls. 

Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy 
law. Ps. cxix. 18; Ps. xxv. 4, 5. 


ADDRESS. 


My dear Children,—Next to his own dear Son, the Bible is the 
most precious gift which God could have bestowed upon you. 
You are guilty creatures—it shows you the way to obtain pardon 
from God through the atonement of his dear Son. You are sin- 
ners—the Holy Scriptures declare the way of holiness and right- 
eousness. You are ignorant—this blessed book can make you 
wise unto salvation. You are in the midst of temptations, from 
the Bible you may learn how to overcome them. By the Bible 
God will judge you in the last day. How then should you use it? 
Attend at Church, where it is read; listen to it at school, where 
it is explained ; study it yourself diligently, and daily, frequently, 
and humbly. Be not satisfied with reading. Endeavour to un- 
derstand. Do not think that you know the Bible to any good 
purpose, unless you fear sin, and love Jesus Christ more than 
formerly. Read the Bible humbly,—receive with meekness the 
engrafted word which is able to save your souls. Be grateful to 
God for giving you his holy word; but remember, that to whom 
much is given, from them shall much be required. He that knew 
his Lord’s will, and did it not, shall be beaten with many stripes. 








60 Life a Journey, and Mana Traveller. . (1825. 


Remember Timothy. It was said of him, that from a Child 
he had known the Holy Scriptures; and through God’s blessing 
upon his reading them, he became a very holy man, as well as a 
very zealous preacher of the gospel. Imitate hisexample. Pray 
that God may bless the Bible to your growth in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; and you shall 
not pray in vain. 


LIFE A JOURNEY, AND MAN A TRAVELLER, 


Extracts from a New-Year’s Sermon, delivered at Trinity Church, 
Boston, January 2d, 1825. By the Rev Joun S. J. Ganniner, 
D. D.—Text, Neh. ii. 6, How long shall thy journey be! 


Having taken an interesting view of the past year, the preach- 
er proceeds as follows :—Look forward to those events which 
may occur during the present. These are indeed uncertain, 
both as to their nature and their duration. Who, that re- 
flects a moment, can entertain a doubt on the subject? What day, 
what hour, what minute does not consign thousands of all ages 
and conditions, and of both sexes to the dark and silent tomb! and 
who can tell, what person in this assembly may first submit to that 
law, which has appointed unto all men once todie! Our journey 
may be prolonged many years, or may be stopped by the hand of 
death, ere this shall be concluded. ‘This event may happen with- 
in a few months, or weeks, or days. Nay, this very night our 
souls may be required of us. Boast not thyself of to-morrow, for 
thou knowest not what a day may brimg forth. Work, therefore, 
whilst it is day, before the night cometh, when no man can work. 
Count not on future periods, which you may never live to see. 
For are we not here now? And are we not gone ina moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye? Discharge then your respective duties 
to God, your neighbour, and yourself, whilst it is in your power 
to do them. ‘Thenit will be comparatively of small consequence, 
when you retire to repose, whether you shall sleep or die, se- 
cure of a joyful resurrection, and of everlasting happiness, through 
the infinite mercies of the Redeemer. 

During the prosecution of your journey through this year, as 
you are wholly ignorant of its duration, so are you of the events, 
which may occur, whilst you are pursuing it. The road is now 
smooth, the prospect pleasant, and the heat of a brilliant sun is 
mitigated by the balmy breath of the western wind, fresh from 
the lake, and perfumed with flowers. You proceed in company 
with your fellow travellers, inspired with sanguine hopes that these 

leasing circumstances will continue toattend you. But thescene 
suddenly changes. The sky is overcast, the rain descends, the 
thunder roars, the lightning flashes, darkness overtakes you, and 
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terror and despondence gather round your heart. ‘The dearest of 
your fellow travellers perish on the road, and you are left to pros- 
ecute your journey disconsolate and alone. And thus it may fare 
with many of us during the present year. We are now blessed 
with the society of our friends and relations, our wives and chil- 
dren ; with all the home-felt and fire-side enjoyments of domestick 
happiness ; and with a competence, sufficient to satisfy every mod- 
erate desire. But who can tell what may happen, before this 
year terminates? The desire of our eyes may be taken away 
from us with a stroke. Poverty’s cold wind and crushing rain 
may blow keenly and fall heavy on us, and we may live to be 
the objects of publick or of private charity We cannot foresee 
or control future events, which are alone known and directed 
by the Supreme Disposer. As was the last year, so probably will 
be the present,—a mingled scene of joy and sorrow, of pleasure 
and pain. ‘The summer sky of purest azure fringed with gold will 
at one time beautify the day, and give increased brilliance to the 
verdure of the fields. At another, the wintry blast will blow, the 
snowy flakes will descend, and the earth will present an image of 
barrenness and horror. 

During the past year twenty-four deaths have occurred in this 
society, and eighteen in the preceding year, comprising all ages 
and both sexes. In so short aspace, from this congregation alone, 
the grave has closed upon the aged, male and female, who surpass- 
ed the usual age of man, threescore years and ten, crippled by infir- 
mities and chilled with the frost of years. On those of middle age, 
cut off in meridian of their days, whilst their pulse still beat vigor- 
ous with health; and they were planning projects of future pleas- 
ure or of profit; on the unrazored lip of the promising youth, 
just entering on the theatre of the world, with the fairest pros- 
pect of performing no dishonourable part in its bustling scenes ;— 
on the meek and modest maid. distinguished by every grace of per- 
son, and by every estimable quality of mind and of heart, the or- 
nament of the social circle, the pride and delight of her parents 
and family, dear to their eyes and tender to their hearts ;—on the 
new-born babe, suddenly exhaled, like the dew-drops of the morn- 
ing by the first sun-beam, that broke upon its eyelids. 

Such have been the occurrences of the past year; and they 
will probably be renewed during the year on which we have now 
entered. We know not what shall happen ere it close. The 
lips of the preacher may be sealed, and the walls of this sanctu- 
ary be no longer vocal with the prayers and hymns of many of 
its worshippers. In the midst of life we are in death, and we 
know not who may be his next victim. Consider, then, how long, 
or rather how short your journey may be, and be always prepar- 
ed for its termination. Cultivate those religious and moral qual- 
ities, which will never perish; and, by obedience to your Savi- 
our’s precepts, secure an interest in his merits. Then, when the 
Sun shall set upon the duties of the day, you will retire to rest * 
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with a self-approving conscience ; and lie down with entire sub- 
mission to the will of heaven, whether it be to sleep or to die; 
whether this year shall be the last of your journey, or it shall be 
continued until you arrive at a good old age. For you koow 
that you cannot die eternally ; and that everlasting felicity will 
be the reward of clean hands, and of a pure heart, and of faith 
unfeigned. The immaterial spark, that animates you, cannot be 
extinguished by the dampness of the vault, which shall enclose 
the perishable body. It will ever glow with immortal fire. Tri- 
umphant over death and the grave, it will mount to its kindred 
skies, and mingle with the amaranths of heaven. The dawn of 
the resurrection shall break on the darkness of the tomb, and the 


Spirit shall return to God who gave it. 


POETRY. 


‘Tue two following Articles were from the pen of the late Rev James East- 
burn, whose early demise was a loss to American Literature, as well as to 
the Church, of which he was a beloved minister. Should we hereafter have 
occasion to make selections from the same author, they may be known by 

n. 





the signature, “ E 
THE PROSPECT OF DEATH 


When sailing on this troubled sea 

Of pain, and tears, and agony, 

Though wildly roar the waves around, 
With restless and repeated sound, 

Tis sweet to think that on our eyes 

A lovelier clime shall yet arise ;— 

That we shall wake from sorrow’s dream 
Beside a pure and living stream. 


Yet we must suffer here below, 

Unnumbered pangs of grief and wo ; 

Nor must the trembling heart repine, 

But all, unto its God resign ; 

In weakness and in pain made known, 

His powerful mercy shall be shown, 

Until the fight of faith is o’er, 

And earth shall vex the soul no more ! 
E————». 


— 


THE LOWLAND’S VESPER SIGH. 


Soft sink the Summer’s evening hues 
O’er stream and forest fair, 

And gently fall the cooling dews 
Upon the darkening air. 
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T'here’s scarce a ripple in the tide, 
A breath amid the woods ; 

The breeze in fragrance sweet has died 
Amid their solitudes. 


The songsters chaunt their failing strain, 
As loth to leave the scene, 

So mildly yield to rest again, 
The trees and banks of green. 


Beside the water’s silent wave 
The gay Acacia glows ; 

Their boughs the weeping willows lave 
In undisturbed repose. 


While, darker in the distance spread, 
The tangled forests rise, 

Waving their proud, majestick heads 
To evening’s symphonies. 


But soft,—a passing zephyr wreathes 
Its sad notes on the sky ; 

Tis nature’s requiem deep, that breathes ;— 
The Lowland’s Vesper Sigh. 


potenatmmeie, 
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SCHOOLS IN NEW YORK. 
The children taught in the common 
schools in this state, the past year, 
amount to 400,000 ; and those taught 
in the Free and Charity Schools of 
the city of New York, during the same 
time, amount fo 10,383. The students 
in the incorporated academies of that 
state, amount to about 2,683, and in 
the colleges to 755.—It is also stated 
as an extraordinary fact, that of the 
many thousands who have been in- 
structed in the Free Schools of the 
city of New York, not a solitary in- 
stance is known of any one having 
been convicted of crime. 





BOO OF THE CHURCH. 

We have great pleasure in announc- 
ing to our readers, that an elegant 
edition of Southey’s Book of the 
Church has just issued from the press 
of Messrs. Wells and Lilly. The work 
embraces the history of Christianity, 
from its first introduction in Great 
Britain to the revolution of 1688 ; and 


is written with philosophical discrimi- 
nation, exhibiting the influence of im- 
portant events and distinguished char- 
acters upon the progress of the Church 
in that country, and in a style combin- 
ing strength and all the charms of viv- 
id description. In our next number 
the readers of the Advocate may ex- 
pect a review of this work from the 
pen of one of our most valued corres- 
pondents. In the mean time, we 
recommend the Book of the Church 
to all our readers, whose means and 
leisure enable them to peruse a work 
of that-size. It consists of 2 vols. 8vo 
and the price is $4.50. 


UNIVERSITY OF VERMONT. 

At a meeting of the Corporation of 
the University of Vermont, held in 
Burlington, the Rev. Willard Preston, 
A. M. was unanimously elected Presi- 
dent of the Institution and George W. 
Benedict, A. M. of Newburgh, N. Y. 
was elected Professor of Mathemat- 
icks, and Natural Philosophy. 
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Lenicn Coat. 


The Pennsylvania Coal, which 
has obtained the general name 
of Lehigh Coal, has of late be- 
come a subject of much attention. 
Professor J. Griscom, has writ- 
ten an interesting article on the 
subject, from which we make 
the following extracts :— 


The absolute importance of a _plen- 
tiful supply of fuel, not only to health 
and domestic comfort, but to the suc- 
cessful prosecution of almost every 
branch of manufacturing industry, 
needs not the formality of demonstra- 
tion. The extraordinary competition 
which the British nafion maintains 
with all the rest of the world, is insep- 
arably connected with the abundant 
supplies of coal which her mines af- 
ford; and when the period arrives 
(which doubtless is still very distant) 
in which this supply shall approximate 
to its termination, her vast internal 
resources, the commercial elevation, 
and the dense population of that coun- 
try, must experience a reduction, and 
be finally brought down to the stand- 
ard which her newly planted forests 
may be able to sustain. But how strik- 
ing is the fact that with her mines of 
coal, that island, at the distance of 
3000 miles, is able to supply the city 
of New-York with an article so essen- 
tial as the fuel of its hearths—to sup- 
plant the wood of our interior—a ma- 
terial so abundant within less than 100 
miles, as to be a nuisance to the la- 
bourer, which it costs him much la- 
bour and expence to destroy. 

The mineral riches of the United 
States are yet but very imperfectly 
developed ; yet it is gratifying to know 
that the coal formation within in these 
limits is more abundant than that of 
any other country at present known. 
The formation most a to 
the immediate prosperity of the more 
populous sections of the Union, is the 
region of Anthracite coal, occupying 
an extensive valley, through a con- 
siderable portion of which flows the 
ziver Susquehannah and its tributary 
stream the Lackawannock. This va- 
riety of coal is here found in great 
abundance, and of a finer quality, it is 
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believed, than in any part of the world 
yet explored. The length of this re- 
se coal field may be taken at 
more than 100 miles, commencing at 
a point near Harrisburg on the Sus- 
quehannah, and running northeasterly 
almost in a straight line to the head of 
the waters of the Lackawannock, not 
far from the borders of Broome coun- 
ty, in the state of New York, and 
comprehending in its range the high- 
lands at the head of the river Schuy!- 
kill, Lehigh, and Lackawaxen, which 
empty into the Delaware. Its breadth 
may be safely taken, it is presumed, 
at an average of three miles, making 
a surface of 300 square miles or nearly 
1000 millions of square yards. The 
thickness of the contiguous beds in 
several places where the Coal has 
been wrought exceeds thirty feet, or 
ten yards; and it is well known from 
examination of a section of the whole 
formation, in places where, by a dis- 
ruption of the waters, the various beds 
are exposed, that the thickness of the 
several workable strata exceeds 45 feet, 
or 15 yards; but assuming ten yards as 
the medium thickness, the whole num- 
ber of cubie yards within the district 
above specified would be ten thousand 
millions. 

It is easily proved by calculation that 
a cubick yard of this Coal weights rath- 
er more than 2200 gross weight for 
unavoidable waste, there will be as 
many tons as cubick yards, namely ten 
thousand millions within the ascer- 
tained region, supposing the strata to 
be continuous throughout. This, how- 
ever, is not be imagined, as the region 
is in several places broken by ridges 
of high land, in which it is not known 
that Coal exists; but supposing from 
this estimate, we make the enormous 
deduction of one half, there will then 
remain 5000 millions of tons, a quan- 
tity sufficient to supply all the wants 
of the eastern and middle sections of 
the United States for a period which 
may be considered as intinite, and al- 
so to serve the purposes if needful of 
an extensive exportation, (should the 
projected intercourse between the wa- 
ters of the Hudson, Delaware and 
Susquehannah be carried into com- 
plete effect,) and the Coal be brought 
to the Atlantic markets at the prices 
contemplated, it seems not improbable 
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that the current of European inier- 
course in the article of fuel will be re- 
versed, and that instead of importing 
coal from England, American coal 
will be exported to France, Holland, 
or more particularly to the countries of 
the Baltic. 

With respect to the qualities and 
uses of the coal a great deal might be 
said; but as itis now used to a con- 
siderable extent in our three largest 
cities, much detail will not be necessa- 
ry. Its superior cleanliness will not 
fail to give it one recommendation to 
all good house-wives, and the greater 
heat which it a‘fords to those who es- 
timate the comforts of 4 wel) warmed 
habitation in the coldest weather.— 
The greatest o| je tions to i’, as a do- 
mestick fuel, are the comparative diffi- 
culties of ignition, and its burning 
without much flame. The former 
of these, as experience has amply 
shown, is well overcome by the use 
of charcoal, or billets of dry wood, 
for the purpose of kindling, and the in- 
tense glow which a grate of it affords, 
is a pretty good compensation for the 
blaze of bituminous coal or hickory 
wood. Its durability, during combus- 
tion. saves two thirds of the t trouble of 
attendance on fires; and in nurseries, 
and other places, in which a fire 
throughout the night is needful, noth- 
ing can be compared with it for safe- 
ty and facility of management. So 
sensible are the inhabitants of the dis- 
tricts within reach of the mines, of 
these advantages, that they prefer to 
use it although their wood costs them 
nothing. At Wilkesbarre it is the 
principal fuel, being used in both par- 
lours and k itchena ; and the fires, in 
many instances, are not allow ed to ex- 

ire through the winter; for, by the 
addition of fresh coal on going to bed, 
the fire is found in full activity in the 
morning. 





DIAMONDS. 

The largest diamond in the world is 
the great diamond of Portugal. It 
was found in Brazil, is yet in its rough 
state, and weighs 1680 carats. Some 
persons have supposed itto be only 
colourless topaz. 

The largest undoubted diamond be- 
Jongs to the great Mogul ; it'weighs 280 
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carats. The next is the Brazilian di- 
amond, belonging to the King of Port- 
ugal, weighing 215 carats. 

An oriental diamond, formerly be- 
longing to a Persian Sultan, now in 
sapagace of the Emperor of Russia, 
1as not the least flaw or fault, and 
weighs 193 carats. It was bought ~s 
Catharine for 90,000/. in cash, and :¢ 
annuity of 4, 0001. ($17,760.) It is a- 
bout the size of a large pigeon’s head. 

The next is the celebrated Regent 
diamond, called also the Pitt diamond 
(after the gentleman who brought it 
from India. ) It was bought for 
100,000/. and remains in the crown 
jewels of France. 

In the crown jewels of France are 
42 diamonds worth, at a low compu- 
tation, 6,500,000, dollars 


TEE “OON. 
Professor Gruithausen, of Munich, 
has published the third part of an Es- 
say, on the ‘inhabitants of the moon’. 
He undertakes to show, that the vege- 
tation on the moon’s surface extends 
to 55 degrees of south latitude, and to 
65 degrees of north latitude ; that in- 
dications of the existence of living be- 
ings are found from 50 degrees north 
latitude, to 37 south latitude; and 
that there are appearances of artificial 
causes altering the surface. The au- 
thor infers that there are artificial 
roads in various directions; and he 
also describes a great colossal edifice, 
resembling our cities, on the most fer- 

tile part, near the moon’s equator. 





A woodcutter lately felled, in the 
forest of Ardonnes, a very tall and 
aged oak, which concealed in its 
trunk some remains of vessels used for 
sacrifices, and some medals. These 
have been recognized as belonging 
to the Samnites, and extend as far 
back as 276 years before the founda- 
tion of Rome. The age. then, of this 
tree, which at that epoch might, have 
been 60 or 80 years, must be about 
3600 years. 
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CHRISTIAN STATISTICKS. 


nl 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCHES IN 
PHILADELPHIA. 


1. Christ Church is one of the most 
ancient, and not one of the least strik- 
ing or beautiful of the religious edifi- 
ces in Philadelphia. So early as 1710, 
a wooden Church stood on the site of 
the present building, which was begun 
in 1727. It is 90 feet long, and 60 feet 
wide. The steeple (fora long time 
the only one in the city) is a ve- 
ry graceful piece of architecture. It 
is 190 feet high, and hasa ring of 
eight bells. 

2. St. Peter’s Church is at the cor- 
ner of Pine and Third streets, and was 
built in 1761. It is 90 feet in length, 
and 60 in breadth. 

3. St. James’ Church was built in 
1809. Itis 90 feet in length and 60 in 
breadth, situated in Seventh street, be- 
tween Market and Arch streets. 

Christ's, St. Peter's, and St. James’ 
are united under the Rectorship of the 
Bishop, the venerable Dr. White. The 
assistant ministers are Dr. Abercrom- 
bie, and Rev. Messrs. Kemper and De- 
lancy. 

4. St. Paul’s Church is situated be- 
tween Walnut and Spruce streets, and 
was built in the year 1762. It is 90 feet 
in length and 60 in breadth. The pres- 
ent Rector is the Rev. Mr. Allen. 

5. St. John’s Church has been built 
but afew years, and is situated in the 
Northern Liberties. The ex‘erior of this 
edifice is very imposing. It is construc- 
ted of brick, with two lofty columns 
and a portico in front. The Rev. 
George Boyd is Rector. 

6. St. Stephen’s Church was conse- 
erated in 1823. It stands in J'enth 
street, betweeu Chesnut and Market 
streets. Its extreme length, from east 
to west, is 102 feet. It is built in the 
Gothick style, and is one of the most 
perfect specimens of architecture in 
this country. The western front pre- 
sents two octangular towers, eighty-six 
feet high but which are intended to be 
still higher. The pulpit and chancel 
are highly finished, and the general ap- 

pearence, on entering the Church, is in 


the lighest degree impressive. The 
windows are embellished with cheru- 
bim in stained glass, imported from 
England. The Rev. Mr. Montgomery 
is Rector. 

7. St Andrew's Church is situated 
between Locust and Spruce streets, and 
was consecrated in 1823. The char- 
acter of the edifice is Grecian. The 
front is intended to be a copy of the 
portico of the Temple of Bacchus at 
Teos. The interior of the building ts 
of a similar character of architecture, 
and is highly decorated. A spire, the 
foundation of which is laid, is to be ad- 
ded to the western end of the building. 
The whoie length of the Church, in- 
cluding the spire,is 130 feet and ite 
breadth is 65 feet. The Rev. Mr. Be 
dell is Rector. 

8. Trinity Church is a neat brick 
building. The interior is plain, but m 
good taste. It is situated on the south 
side of Catharine street, between Se- 
cond and Third streets. The Rev. Mr. 
Ives is Rector. 

9. St. Matthew's Church is situated 
in that part of the city called Francis- 
ville, in the north-western suburb. It 
is a neat brick building, and was con- 
secrated in 1824. 

10. St. Thomas’ Church, (African) is 
situated on the west side of Fifth street, 
between Walnut and Prune streets. 





PLACES OF WORSHIP IN PITILADELPHIA 

Episcopalians, 10 ; Presbyterians,17 ; 
Methodists, 13; Baptists, 8; Friends 
or Quakers, 5; Roman Catholicks, 4 ; 
German ‘Lutherans, 4; Evangelical 
Society, 4; German Reformed, 2; 
Jews, 2; Reformed Dutch,2; Uni- 
versalists,2; Bible Christians, 1 ; Cov- 
enanters, 1; Free Quakers, 1; Mari- 
ners’ Church, 1 ; Menonists, 1 ; Mora- 
vians, 1; Mount Zion, or Christian 
Church, 1; Scots Presbyterians, 1 ; 
Swedenborgians, 1; Swedish Luthe- 
rans, 1; Unitarians, 1; Prison Chap- 
el, 1; Orphan’s Asylum, 1; Widow's 
Asylum, .: and Magdalen Asylum, 1, 
Whole number is 83, 
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PLACES OF WORSHIP IN BOSTON, 

Congregationalists, 18 ; Episcopali- 
ans, 4; Baptists, 4; Methodists, 3; 
Universalists, 3 ; Roman Catholicks, 2; 
Friends, 1; Presbyterians, 1; New 
Jerusalem, 1; whole number is 36.— 
Note. Of the 18 Cougregational Soci- 
eties, 7 are styled Orthodox, and J1 
Unitarian. Ofthe 11 Unitarian Socie- 
ties one was formerly an Episcopal 
Church ; but, the members of this par- 
ish renouncing the Doctrines and 
changing the Worship of that Com- 
munion, lost their connexion with it, 
and became, essentially, Congrega- 
tionalists. The House belonging to 
the Friends has not been opened for 
religious worship, for many years. It 
is believed there are several other pla- 
ces in Boston statedly used for Chris- 
tian worship, on Sundays ; but, being 
as yet, in am incipient state of organi- 


zation, have not been enumerated in 
the above account. 





PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CLERGY IN 
THE UNITED STATES. 

The following numbers are taken 
chiefly from Swords’ Pocket Alma- 
nack, Christian’s Calender, and Eccle- 
siastical Register for 1825, a valuable 
little work published at New-York, 
which should be in every family of our 
Communion Maine,2 New Hamp- 
shire, 3; Massachusetts, 23; Vermont, 
9; Rhode Island, 6; Connecticut, 48 ; 
New Yor, 99; New Jersey, 17; Penn 
sylvania, 43; Delaware,4; Mary!and, 
47; Virginia, 36; North Carolina, 9 ; 
South Carolina, 34 ; Georgia, 4 ; Ohio, 
6; Kentucky, 3; Louisiana, 1; Mis- 
rr 2; Tennessee, ! ; Indiana, 1; 
Michigan, 1; Missouri, 1. Whole 
number, 400. 





RELIGIOUS AND MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


—_>— 


A NEW THEOLOGICAL REVIEW. 


The following information con- 
cerning the London New Theo- 
logical Review, mentioned in our 
last, may be acceptable to our 
readers. The first Number was 
to appear in December. 


There are to be three principal di- 
visions or departments in the work, 
embracing the kindred subjects in- 
cluded under each. They are as fol- 
lows :-- 

1. A Critical Review, containing an 
analysis, or brief notice of every theo- 
logical er ecclesiastical publication, 
which sha!l issue from the press. 

2. A Retrospective Review, or an 
abstract from rare and eminent works 
of former ages. 

3. Ecclesiastical Record. Under this 
head are included—eight subordinate 
divisions. 

1. Debates in Parliament relative to 
the Church. 

2. Proceedings in Courts of Law, 
both spiritual and civil, in which the 
clergy are concerned. 


3. State of the several Dioceses, of 
England and Ireland. 

4. Proceedings of the Universities. 

5. State of the Episcopal Church in 
Scotland and the Colonies. 

6. Account of Foreign Churches, 

7. Report of Publick Institutions. 

8. Clerical Obituary. 

Each number is to consist of at 
least thirteen sheets, the price of 
which is five shillings. We owes not 
yet seen the first number, which be- 
fore this, doubtless has appeared ; but 
should the performance, equal the ex- 
pectations the prospectus excites, it 
must prove a valuable store of critical 
and theological knowledge, so em- 
bodied, by the size of the numbers, as 
to be easily accessible, as a book of 
reference for details, which, works of 
a less magnitude may offer to the pub- 
lick, but which dre soon ldst or for- 
gotten, from the ephemeral form in 
which they are presented, 





CATHOLICISM AMONG MISSIONARIES. 
Mr. Hit, a missionary of 
the Bengal Auxiliary Mission- 






































= ar neg” 2S ee 4 .. Sree: PE 


Ss Seay ae 


* 


Soe —— 


OP Ra ae Se 


ee ee 
x Se 2am 





68 Religious and Miscellaneous Intelligence. (1825. 


ary Society, proposed establish- 
ing schools in the villages ad- 
jacent to Tally Gunge ; but, in 
consequence of the following 
letter, which he received from 
the Rev. D. Corrie, a member 
of the Calcutta Diocesan Com- 
mittee, the station was relin- 
quished. Both the letter of Mr. 
Corrie, and the answer to it, 


evince the best feelings. 
Calcutta, November 27th, 1823. 
“To THE REV. M. HILL. 

“My pear sir,—lI am sure you will 
receive the communication I am about 
to make to you in the spifit in which 
it is intended. 

“The field of Missionary labour in 
this country is large enough for all the 
missionaries of the various societies at 
present in the country, without inter- 
fering with each other. The differ- 
ences which subsist between them as 
to the mode of conducting their la- 
bours, however well understood among 
ourselves, are not understood by the 
natives, and would, I apprehend, were 
they prominently brought before them, 
serve, in many cases, as a hindrance 
to the accomplishment of the object 
we all aim at. On this account, and 
on this alone, — am_ requested to 
communicate with you on the sub- 
ject of your relinquishing your station 
at Tally Gunge, to the missionary 
lately appointed to take charge of 
the | Frac nen Committee's Schools in 
that quarter. When you some time 
ago offered to superintend the Com- 
mittee’s school near your house, you 
were, I think, informed that the rea- 
son for declining your offer was, that 
we were expecting 4 missionary to 
arrive, who would take charge of that, 
and of the other schools of the Com- 
mittee in your neigbourhood.—A mis- 
sionary has now arrived, and will en- 
ter on the superintendence of these 
schools. If you will kindly consult 
the friends with whom you act, and it 
should be agreed to accede to our 
wishes, the expense your society has 
been at in the erection of buildings at 
Tally Gunge, will be cheerfully reim- 
bursed by the Diocesan Committee ; 
of course, time allowed for your find- 


ing another suitable abode ; and I need 
scarcely add, that the same principle 
of non-interference with the proceed- 
ings of your society, in respect of any 
missionary stations already formed 
among the heathen, will be exercised 
by the Committee, on any opportunity 
they may have of extending their la- 
bours away from large cities. 

“T am, my dear sir, 

* Your’s sincerely, 
(Signed ) * Dan. Corriz.” 


“TO THE REY. D. CORRIE. 
* December —, 1823. 

“ REV. AND DEAR sirR,—Allow me to 
apologize for the delay in acknowledg- 
ing yours of the 27th November, 
which, however, on my part, has been 
unavoidable, being absent from home. 

“My brethren in the mission have 
embraced the first opportunity of con- 
sidering the proposal made to them by 
the Diocesan Committee, and in re- 
ply have authorized me to say, that 
we desire to cherish nothing more ar- 
dently than a spirit of peace and una- 
nimity, with all that love the Lord 
Jesus Christ; that the appearance of 
an opposite bite would be pain- 
ful to us, and therefore we accept the 
proposal contained in your letter, 
namely, to resign the missionary sta- 
tion at Tally Gunge to the Diocesan 
Committee, under the consideration 
of the expenses, &e. incurred by the 
erection of the buildings at Tally 
Gunge, being reimbursed to the Ben- 
gal Auxiliary Missionary Society by 
the Diocesan Committee. 

“Tam, Rev. and dear sir; 

* Your’s sincerely, 
(Signed) “M. Hirt.” 


UTILITY OF TRACTS AMONG THE 
HEATHENS. 

Tue avidity of the natives to obtain 
tracts is a pleasing proof that a grad- 
ual desire to become acquainted with 
this new religion is arising in their 
mind; though im many eases they 
may have been sought from impro- 
per motives, yet that this is not ab 
ways the case may appear from the 
trouble which it has frequently cost 
them to obtain tracts, they have come 
from the distance of two, four, and 
six miles for this purpose. 
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Selections from the Thirteenth An- 
nual Report of “The Society of the 
Protestant Episcoval Church for the 
Advancement of Christianity in Penn- 
sy!vania.” Read at the Annual Meet- 
ing, Jan. 6th, 1825. 

The missionaries in the service of 
the Society since the last anniversary, 
are the Rev. John P. Bausman, the 
Rev. Moses P. Bennet, the Rev. Nor- 
man Nash, the Rev. Robert Davis, 
the Rev. Robert Piggot, and the Rev. 
Samuel Marks. 

The Rev. Norman Nash, gives the 
following summary of his labours.— 

“T have travelled more than 2500 
miles, preached in Reading, Harris- 
burg, Millerstown, "[Thompsontown, 
Mexico, Lewistown, Waynesburg, 
Long Hollow, Huntingdon, Shirleys- 
burg, Williamsburg, Alexandria, M’ 
Connelsburg, Shaver’s Creek and 
Stone Creek settlements, Bedford, and 
various other places, in all about two 
hundred discourses, besides funeral 
and other addreses, Bible Class, Sun- 
day School and Catechetical lectures ; 
and lectures explanatory of the book 
of Common Prayer. I have baptized 
fourteen adults and thirty-five children, 
in all 59. Several new congregations 
have been formed, and one complete- 
ly organized ; one Church erected, a- 
nother finished, the Prayer Book in- 
troduced, and the responses made in 
various places where they had not 
been heard before. A favourable dis- 
position towards the Church generally 
prevails in that section of country.” 

Gratifying symptoms have been of 
late exhibited, of a renewed interest 
in the operations of our society. And 
a determination seems to have been 
made to increase its funds. Among 
other expedients, the members of the 
Board of Trustees have pledged them- 
selves to procure respectively three 
new subscribers. It is hoped that this 
praiseworthy zeal will be productive 
of good fruit, and that it will diffuse 
itself among the members of our 
Church generally, until our resources 
be adequate to all our exigencies. 

By the Treasurer's account it ap- 
pears that the receipts, for the past 
year were $1482 80—and the disburse- 
inents $2205 25—leaving a balance in 
his hands of $277 55. The permanent 
fund amounts to $6,325 47. 


With no ordinary emotions we state 
that the funds of the society have 
been recently augmented by the pay- 
ment of the generous and pious be- 
quest of $500, by the last will of Miss 
Elizabeth Thompson, deceased. Ex- 
periencing in her own heart the strong 
consolations of the gospel, and the 
preciousness of that Saviour in whom 
she died, and into whose joy we trust 
she has entered, she was anxious to do 
something for the premotion of his 
cause on earth, and among other ob- 
jects of her charitable regards, she 
considered this society, as eminently 
worthy of her benefaction, and admi- 
rably adapted to effectuate her pious 
design. This example is the more 
valuable on account of the rare in- 
stances of persons of any age, but es- 
pecially of those who like herself, are 
in the morning of life, providing for 
the posthumous devotion to religious 
and charitable purposes, of a small 
part of those means with which a mer- 
ciful providence has blessed them, and 
for which no more suitable and ac- 
ceptable return can be made, than by 
such offerings, when sanctified by 
Christian faith and love. 


NEW YORK PROTESTANT EPISCOPAI- 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The eighth annual meeting of 
this society was held in St. 
Paul’s Chapel, on Monday even- 
ing, the 13th of December, 
1824. From the report of the 
Board of Managers, the follow- 
ing selections are made. 


The board of managers take great 
pleasure in representing, that the abil- 
ity of this society, which is becoming 
more and more an object of import- 
ance to the Church, is continually, 
though not rapidly, increasing. ; 

In detailing the sources of our reve- 
nue for the present year, we begin 
with that which forms our principal 
and most effective reliance, the spirit- 
ed contributions of our auxiliary as- 
sociations. Of these the following list, 
arranged in the order in which they 
became auxiliary, exhibits the amounts 


paid to our treasurer since the last 
report :— 
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1. The Female Miss. Asso- 
ciation of St. Peter's 
Church, Albany, in two > $118 63 
sums of 5 36 | 
33 07 
The Missionary Associa- 
tion at Geneva, 30 06 
The Female Missionary 
Society, Goshen, no report, 00 00 
The Missionary Society of 
Zion's Church, New-York, 83 8l 
The Missionary Society 
of Christ Church, Anthony 
street, New-York, in addi- 
tion to $30 paid into the 
ermanent fund, 28 00 
G. The Female Missionary 
Association of St. Ste- 
hen’s Church, New York, 116 00 
The Missionary Associa- 
tion of St. John’s Chapel, 
New-York, in addition to 
$20 paid into the perma- 
nent fund, 130 00 
8. The Female Missionary 
Association of St. Paul's 
Chapel, New York, 49 50 
The Female Miss. Asso- 
ciation of Christ Church, 
Anthony st. New-York, in 
addition to $15 paid into 
the permanent fund, 43 50 
10 The Female Miss. Asso- 
ciation of Grace Church, 
New York 140 00 
11. The Female Miss. Asso- 
ciation of Trinity Church, 
Utica, 56 50 
12. The Missionary Associa- 
tion of St. Luke’s Church, 
New York, 44 00 
13.The Female Miss. Asso- 
ciation of Trinity Church, 
New Rochelle, 13 00 
14. The Female Miss. Asso- 
ciation of Grace Church, 
Waterford, 7 00 
15. The Female Miss. Asso- 
ciation of Trinity Church, 
Lansingburgh, 12 00 
16. The Female Miss. Asso- 
ciation of St. Matthew’s 
Church, Unadilla, 12 00 
It ought not to be overlooked, that 
out of the sixteen institutions auxiliary 
to our society, ten have been organiz- 
ed by females. To their interest in 
this good cause our sincere tribute of 
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thanks is due ; and, in thus publickly 
rendering it, we are certain that we 
express only the grateful feelings of 
those whom we represent. In one 
congregation, (Christ Church, Antho- 
ny street,) there is organized an asso- 
ciation of ladies, in addition to that of 
the gentlemen, and the former has 
even exceeded the latter in the amount 
of contribution. This is a most hon- 
ourable and useful rivalship, which we 
would be glad to see excited in every 
arish. 

The whole amount derived from 
auxiliaries during the preceding year 
is $854 carried to the disposable, and 
$65 to the permanent fund. 

The experience of every day evinces 
more and more the value of these in- 
stitutions; and we rejoice that the 
spirit which called them into existence 
stall continues to be felt. 

If the practice of forming mis- 
sionary associations were to be- 
come general in our Churches 
throughout the United States, 
how much good would be done! 
Let, then, the good examples of 
our brethren. in the Diocese of 
New York, induce many others 


to do likewise. 





GENERAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES. 


From the report of the Fi- 
nance Committee to the Board 
of Trustees for this institution, 
at their annual meeting, held in 
the city of New York, from the 
27th to the 30th of July, 1824. 
the subjoined statements are 


taken. 


The permanent fund consists of 
200 Mechanick’s Bank shares, 

the par value of which is $5,006 00 
30 Franklin Fire Insurance 


Company shares 1,500 00 
A certificate of U. States 6 
per cent. stock 3,700 00 
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Bonds of the Corporation of 
Trinity Church 

Bonds and mortgages of in- 
dividuals 

Loans on notes of individu- 
als, secured by transfers 
of stock 


12,050 00 
38,800 00 


19,265 05 


Total $80,315 05 


The Scholarships are 
The “ Warren,” endowed 
with the sum of 
The “ Bishop White,” ditto 
The “North Carolina Fund,” 
of which there have been 
received into the 
treasury $1,789 40 
And there remains 
in the Bank of 
Newbern, to be 
drawn for - 


$2,000 00 
2.500 00 


908 00 
2,697 40 


Making together $7,197 40 

Of the above sum of 7,197 dollars 
and 40 cents, 6,119 dollars and 40 
cents have been loaned on stock, until 
a more permanent investment can be 
made. 


The ordinary expenditures of the 
seminary are, 

Salaries to the professors 

Salaries to the librarians 

Salary to the janitor 

Rent of the house occupied 
by the students 

Annual allowance to four 
scholars, in lieu of Pro- 
fessor M'‘Donald’s salary 
of 300 dollars, provided 
the contemplated arrange- 
ment with the Branch 
School at Geneva is ef- 
fected - - 

Incidental expenses . 


$3,750 00 
100 00 
150 00 


500 00 


400 00 
400 00 


$5,300 00 

From which deducting the 

interest on the permanent 

fund of $80,315, at 6 per 
cent. - - 





4,818 90 


Leaves an annual defi- 2? 
: 4 


aa $431 10 
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To meet this deficiency, 
there are subscriptions in 
the city of New York, 


payable in 1824 - 425 00 
do. in 1825 . 780 00 
do. in 1826 - 680 60 
do. in 1827 140 00 


$2,025 00 


Subscriptions yet unpaid, 
In the state of New York, 


(exclusive of the city) 2,344 00 
In the state of Maryland 539 00 
In the state of South Caroli- 

na - ; - 1,637 00 
In the state of North Caro- 

lina - - - 150 00 


$4,670 00 


‘The committee experience great sat- 
isfaction in reporting an increase of 
the permanent fund ; which is owing, 
in a great measure, to the exertions of 
the Rev. Robert B. Croes, who has for 
some time been acting as agent for the 
seminary ; and the expectation is in- 
dulged, that should they have the adj 
vantage of the zeal and activity of the 
Rev. Mr. Croes, and other faithful 
agents, for some time longer, sufficient 
funds will be procured to supply all 
the wants of the seminary. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 
ISAAC LAWRENCE, ) Com- 
HENRY M'FARLAN, > mit- 
EDWARD B. JONES. ) tee. 

The account current of the treasur- 
er, (of which the following is a sum- 
mary) exhibits the following receipts 
into the treasury during the past 
year, viz, 

Balance of account render- 


ed 20th July, 1823, - $76 91 
Cash on account of the 

Sherred legacy, - 48,244 33 
Remitted to Mr. Lawrence 

from Charleston, in Jan- 

uary and June, 1823, - 1,826 77 
Collected by the Rev. R. 

B. Croes, - - $3,798 66 
Collected by the Rev. Wm. 

Creighton, from mem- 

bers of St. Mark’s Church, 

New-York, - 750 00 


Collected by Thomas S. 
Townsend from members 
ef Christ Chureh, N. Y. 773 00 
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Collected by the Rev. Dr. 
John C. Rudd, - 
Collected by Edward R. 
Jones from members of 
Grace Church, N. York. 
Collected by Henry M’Far- 
lan, from members of 
Trinity Church, N. York, 
and her chapels, - 
Interest and dividends on 
capital invested. : 
Bishop Hobart’s draft on 
the Rev. H. H. Norris, of 


200 00 


2 875 00 


1,090 00 


2,331 56 


London, : . 946 67 
Rev. Dr. Milnor’s second 
instalment, - - 100 00 


Collection in Trinity Church 
for necessitous students. 106 16 


$63,121 11 


GREAT EARTHQUAKE AT SHIRAS. 

Letters from Persia mention that, 
in the month of August, 1824, there 
had been an earthquake which con- 
tinued without intermission six days 
and six nights. More than one half 
of the city of Shiras was swallowed 
up, and not more than 500 persons 
were saved alive. The population of 
this ill-fated city has been rated at 
40,000; and the environs of it were 
considered unrivalled in point of beau- 
ty and fertility. They were laid out 
to a great extent in magnificent gar- 
dens, the fruits and flowers of which 
were a favourite theme of eastern po- 
etry. 

Other letters mention, that the same 
shock was felt at Aborkoh, but with 
less violence. Razroon, a city between 
Aborkoh and Shiras, was also swallow- 
ed up with nearly all the inhabitants,by 
the same earthquake. All the moun- 
tains surrounding Razroon were lev- 
elled by it, and no trace of them now 


remains. 
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CAPTIVE GREEKS. 
A subscription has been set on 
foot in Paris for two young Greeks, 
who, when returning to their country, 
were made prisoners by an indepen- 
dent Pacha on the coast of Barbary, 
who left them no alternative between 
apostacy, death, or a ransom of 
20,900 piastres. Too poor to furnish 
the ransom, and too conscientious to a- 
bandon their religion, they decided on 
ceath; and neither promises nor 
threats could shake their resolution. 
The delay granted by the Pacha had 
nearly expired, when the report of 
the devotedness of these two children 
(one 17 and the other 15 years of age ) 
arrived in Europe. A subscription, 
commenced instantly at Rome, pro- 
duced half the amount; the duke of 
Orleans subscribed 2000 francs; end 
the efforts of philanthropists, in various 
arts, will no doubt scon procure the 
fiberation of these interesting youths, 
and their return to the embraces of 
their struggling country. 


ORDINATION. 

On Sunday the I4th of Novem- 
ber 1824, at an ordination in St. Mi- 
chael’s Church, Charleston, South-Ca- 
rolina, Mr. Charles Pinckney Elliott 
was admitted to the Holy Order of 
Deacons, by the Rt. Rev. Nathaniel 
Bowen, D. D. Bishop of the Diocese. 


INSTITUTION. 
The Rev. John M. Ward formerly 
of Newark, was, on the 5th instant, 
instituted Rector of St. Peter's Church, 
at Spotswood, N. J. by the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Croes. The morning service 
of the Church was conducted by the 
Rev. William M. Johnson of St. Mi- 
chael's Church, Trenton, andythe ser- 
mon on the occasion was preached by 
the Bishop. 
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NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENT. 
The request of Constant Reader for the insertion of the whole 
of Dr. Scott’s Remarks on Prayer Meetings, will be complied 
with, is soon as sufficient space in the Adyocate can be conven- 


iently spared for that object. 
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